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ANU'UAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  BUCKPASTLEIGH 
for  the  year  1948. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  An.nual  Report  as  Modical 
Of fi cor  for  the  year  1948. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  tho  .\roa. 

^Vroa:-  1365  acros. 

Rop:istrar-GG morales  ostimato  of  rcsidont  population  at  tho  ond 
of ’1948:-  2570. 

Num.bor  of  inhabited  housos  (ond  of  1948):-  880. 

Ratoablo  Value:-  £13495. 

Sum  roprosented  by  penny  rate:-  £54. 

Tlie  industries  and  social  conditions  remain  unchanged  in  the  main. 

The  ^ar-timo  British  Restaurant  vjas  taken  ovor  by  the  Council 
and  is  now  the  Civic  Restaurant  in  now  and  m.oro  suitable  i^cmisGS, 

Vital  Statistics  for  tho  year  1948, 


M. 

Live  Births  (Total  38)  20 

Legitimate  19 

Illegitimate  1 

Still  Births  Total  3 

Legitimate  3 

Deaths  of  infants  under  ono  year  of  age  Total 

Birth-rato  por  1000  Civilian  population 

Livo  Births  13.6  1 

Still  Births  1.16 

Deaths  Total  40.  M.  P. 

22  18. 

Doath-rato  por  1000  Civilian  pov)ulation  15.56. 

Comparative  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  durii':g  1948, 

Birth  Rate  Live  Births  17.9 

Still  Births  .42 

Death  Rate  10. 8 
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Causes  of  Death. 


Disoasos  of  Heart  10 

Corohral  Heo  morrhage  7 

Car.  cor  7 

Artcrio-Sclcrosis  2 

Bronchitis  2 

PncTJunonia  2 

Peptic  Ulcer  2 

Nephritis  1 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  1 

Others  (Senile  decay)  6 


Thirteen  of  the  deaths  recorded  took  place  in  Hospitals 
or  Institutions. 

The  aYorago  ago  of  the  27  who  died  within  1ho  Urban 
District  was  72.  The  youngest  being  43  and  the  oldest  94. 

The  gonoral  health  of  the  Urban  District  was  good. 

IVJelvo  cases  of  whooping  cough  wore  notified  and  two  cases 
of  Anterior  Poliomyoiitis,  one  of  which  was  unjf ortunatoly  fatal. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  carried  out  at  the  welfare  centre, 
at  the  schools  an.d  by  the  local  practitioners.  I am  happy 
to  report  that  parents  have  always  boon  most  go- ope  native 
and  it  is  improbable  that  there  are  many  cMldron  now  unprotected. 

It  is  possible  that  one  or  two  may  have  escaped,  but  it  is 
certain  that  every  child  bom  hero  novj  is  immunised  before  it 
reaches  the  ago  of  one  year,  either  at  the  welfare  centre  or. 
by  the  local  practitioners. 

Housing. 

Housing  on  tho  Globolands  o state  has  progrossod.  14  of 
tho  30  traditional  typo  houses  wore  oocupied  and  tho  renainit^ 

16  v'ore  nearly  ready. 

Good  progress  was  made  with  tho  40  Cornish  Unit  houses 
on  tho  same  estate  and  some  will  bo  ready  for  occupation  early 
in  1949, 

Private  building  has  continued  up  to  tho  limit  allowed 
by  tho  Ministry  of  Health. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  tho  Council  now  o\ons  20^ 
of  the  occupied  houses  within  the  Urban  District. 

In  my  opinion  any  further  estension  of  tho  housing  programme 
should  be  directed  tabards  providing  small  houses  of  the 
bungalow  typo  for  old  couples. 

Drainag:o  and  Sewerage. 

During  tho  year  progress  has  been  made  in  the  propara  tjb.  n 
of  the  remodelling  tho  seworogc  disposal  works 

and  it  is  hoped  tMt  it  mqy  bo  possible  to  send  plans  and 
estimates  to  tho  Ministry  during  tho  coming  year. 

I regard  this  as  a matter  of  urgency,  tho  present  works 
being  totally  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  amount  of  trade 
effluent  and  it  is  becoming  inoroaslngly  difficult  to  avoid 
pollution  of  tho  Rifor  Dart. 


Hl-thorto  tMs  has  hcon  accomplishod  savo  or  rare  occosiors 
but  the  scttlirg  tanks  arc!  filters  are  hopelessly  insufficient 
arc'  the  irrigation  need  ou’s  arc  bccor.ing  so  agc-cloggod* 

The  nor  gin  is  perilously  small. 

Water  Supply. 

T"o  ’••a.tor-  sir-:-'''!;/  is  sufficient  in  quantity  and  good  in 
quality.  It  is  collected  by  land  pipes  laid,  in  a noorland 
m.oss  v.’hich  flovj  into  a collecting  chamber  at  the  source,  fran 
which  it  is  led  by  iron  pipes  to  a closed  reservoir. 

/errangomon  ts  are  proceed  in fr  to  augment  the  supply  during 
191-9  by  piping  another  spring  to  the  oolloctin,g  chamber. 

All  the  houses  except  a fev  outlying  farr.is  ind  cottages 
nov:  have  a pi’xd  supply  and  the  distribution  is  good  throughout 
tlic  ’.’hole  district. 

The  limine  :plant  installed  at  the  reservoir  has  satisfactorily 
dealt  with  the  natural  plun:bo  solvency  of  the  mater  an^’’ 
repeated  analyses  prove  that  the  water  delivered  to  the 
c 0 nsum  or  s is  free  fro m an. y co  n t ar.i i na  ti  o n. 

The  x^in) vision  of  a ncKi  chlorination  plant  is  under 
c onsid  ora  ti  on. 

Me:-t  1*00  d s. 

Tf'crc  are  now  no  slaughter  .hnuisos  in  the  distret  and 
no  action  has  been  necessary. 


In  conclusion 
■'‘f  the  Council  for 


I have  to  thank 
their  continued 


t he  Chai  rm an  a nd  t he  Ivl  e ih j ( : i-  s 
encouragement  and  supoort. 
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Your  obedient  Servant, 
(Sgd.)  SYDl'TEY  R.  WIILIMS. 
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